More Than A Hobby

By Steven Lee

   Recently on my way to the flying field I made a quick stop at the corner store for ice and a few bare necessities. Up until that point everything was going along fine. The weather was perfect and I had big plans for flying that afternoon. When I came out of the store and tried to start my truck it just made that stupid little clicking noise. You know the sound I mean. It’s one of the few noises you usually hear just before you are about to leave to go do something you really want to do and you know will really mess up your entire day. Another one of those noises might be crunching a vital part of your airplane while loading it in your vehicle, or your wife reminding you about those honey-do-it- right-now things that can only be done on Sunday afternoons and only if the weather is nice! Anyway, I left the truck there and walked to the field to get help. I’m sure a few people wondered why I picked such a far away parking spot. Randall sensed something was not right and got in his truck and met me on the driveway. I was really glad to see him coming to help. When we got back to my truck, it started right up. But by the time I drove to the parking lot everything electrical was not working. Sure looks like I’m going to need some more help today! Another white knight came to my rescue, Lloyd. He ended up not only taking me to Auto Zone to buy an alternator, but at least two or three trips to my house to get tools and every thing I forgot to get on the first trip. Randal Jr., Randal, Lloyd, Randy, and several others dropped what they were doing to help me get my truck going again. With their help and advice and their time my day was saved. 

I just want to say thank you to all involved. I guess the point of this article is the people in the club and the model airplane hobby as a whole are the kind of people you can count on to drop what they are doing and change their plans to help you when need help. Weather it is with their time, knowledge, tools, or just being there when you need them, they always seem to come through. It’s the people that make flying model airplanes more than just a hobby. 

