Using your head

By Lloyd Sullivan

We, as modelers, are in a hobby that is what I think most of us consider the greatest hobby in the world. It involves and requires knowledge of many different crafts such as woodworking, electronics, mechanical skills, aerodynamics, fluid mechanics, pneumatics, hydraulics, mathematics, ironing and covering, and probably a few more I cannot think of right now. You also have to possess and be able to utilize skills in responsibility, discipline, good judgement, patience, and organization just to name a few more. You have to be the kind of person who can enjoy, celebrate and learn from your successes as well as accept, deal with, and learn from your mistakes and failures.  You should always be considerate of others and helpful when asked by someone who need some help or advice. All of us make mistakes at one time or another. All of us do or say things we wish we hadn't said or done. All of us have been a little too hasty or have been in just a little too big of a hurry at one time or another and the results were less than becoming. One of the most important tools we have is mounted (and usually centered) between our shoulders and makes a pretty good hat rack. I submit that, when used properly, it can cause more successes than failures and keep us from doing the things we all wind up regretting doing. Consider what effect your actions or words may have on others. Determine if what you are about to do is safe for you and all around you. Stop for just a few seconds and access the situation and THINK about it. Something as simple as stopping for a second or two to check the wind direction before you just jam the throttle and take off. Check to make sure the runway is completely clear before you take off. Maybe consider the fact that other pilots cannot hear you announce your intentions. We all have to use our head if we are to be successful in our hobby. Anything less will only get you a lot of broken airplanes and reduces your credibility and respect  from your peers to zero. All of us are guilty of doing dumb stuff, all of us are guilty of saying dumb or hurtful things. I do not believe that any one of us would do it on purpose but we, as humans, still do it. Use your head, it is one of the most important assets you have. Our hobby depends on it.

Always:

· Check that the engine is NOT running before you stick your hand through the prop arc.

· Check that you are about to take off or land into the wind.

· Check that the runway is clear before you take off or land.

· Think about how to do a crosswind takeoff or landing before you do either.

· Check that you have the correct frequency pin before you turn on your transmitter.

· Check that you have the right transmitter for the pin you have.

· Check that your computer radio is set to the correct plane.

· Check that your controls are going the right direction.

· Check The direction of the pattern before you take off.

· Check to ensure that the big emblem on your sweatshirt is on the back before you come out of your motel room on a fly-in trip.

· Check to make sure someone you are considering to be a friend has never left his friends stranded in a hotel room without keys while HE went to eat free Gumbo in someone else's vehicle.

Ok, you get the idea. There are many more you could list if you USE YOUR HEAD.

