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Propwash 
 

Official newsletter of the Propnuts Radio Control Model Airplane Club 
Highlands, Texas 

 

www.propnuts.com 

          Editor: Paul Shaffer                                                     August 2008 

Club Officers: 
 

President:         Allan Smith 
 

V. President:     Marty Mankinen 
 

Secretary:         Tas Crowson 
 

Treasurer:        Mike Irwin 
 

Safety Officer:  Charles Stevens 
 

Directors:         Bill Stevens  

                                                David Peterson 
                        Blake Shelly 

Coming Events 
 

Club Meeting  
August 19, 2008 

Highlands Community Center, 
 Highlands, Texas                                          

 
08, 16-17 

Annual Stinger Wallace  
Memorial Big Bird Fun-Fly 

ARF RC Club 
Livingston TX 

 
08, 29-31 

Fall Big Bird 
Austin Radio Control ASSN 

 
09, 13 

Richard Jones Memorial 
Cross Country 
Space City RC 

 
09, 17 

Lester Hood Memorial 
Wednesday Fun Fly 

Jetero RC Club 
 

09, 19-21 
B17 Gathering and  

Big Bird Scale  
Bomber Field  

.PROP-NUTS R/C CLUB, INC. 
Minutes of the Meeting Held 

 
July 15, 2007 

Highlands Community Center  
Highlands, Texas  

 
The meeting was called to order at 
7:32PM. 
Sixteen members signed the attendance 
log.  
 
Minutes: As published in the newsletter.  
MOTION: By David Schmidt, second by 
Bill Blakeney to approve the June minutes 
as published with correction, Approved by 
a show of hands. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mike Irwin 
read the treasurers report. 
MOTION: By Marty Mankinen to ap-
prove the treasurers report, Second by 
Steve Ross. Motion approved by a show 
of hands. 
 
Allen commented on previous member 
John Wheeler who has rejoined the club. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
The shirt order is still in work, Allen will 
meet with a prospective supplier on Fri-
day, we discussed a possible upgrade in 
quality. 
The club web site was discussed. 
Event publicity was discussed. The ques-
tion of conducting a paintball event was 
revisited. 
 
Field Maint. 
Discussed the possibility of doing sand & 
dirt work Garret is working  on this. 
Signs will be made for the spectator and 
flight station areas. The sign at the gate 
will be redone. 
Discussed the problem of ATV incursions 
on the field. 
Painting the shed will be deferred until 
cooler weather. 
 
Safety:  
Safety issues and the use of the frequency 
board were discussed. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Happy Birthday 
To these members in 

August 
Gary Baker 
Gale Huey 

Jesse Powell 
Shannon Sartor 

 
 

Last months silhouette was Allen and Garrett 
at the IMAC contest.        Who is this? 

New member, never been to a meeting or just 
haven’t been to one in a while. The above 
picture was taken at Julys meeting. We stil l 
meet at the same place: 604 Highland Woods 
Dr.. That’s three blocks west on W. Wallis-
ville Rd. from Crosby Lynchburg Rd. (2100).
When you reach the dead end, turn right and 
you are in the parking lot. We meet in the 
building on the right at 7:30 pm on the third 
Tuesday of the month. Come on out, show 
your new model, tell a sad story,  say your 
piece, support your club. 
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Got anything modeling related for sale or 
want to buy.  
Send it to me. 
Send newsletter correspondence to: 
Paul Shaffer 
5110 El Centro 
Houston TX 77018 
713-695-1820 
E-mail       pshaffer2@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

Precision Model Products 
By Romco Manufacturing, Inc. 
100 West 1st Street, Deer Park, Texas 77536 
281/479-9600 
www.tru-turn.com Quality—Unsurpassed 

Varity—Unmatched 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
We discussed the question of constructing a starting station, the 
estimated cost using treated lumber is between $70 & $100.  
MOTION: By Ron Lewis to authorize the expenditure of an 
amount not to exceed $100 to build a starting station. Motion 
seconded by David Schmidt. Motion passed by a show of hands. 
The Fliers for the October Big Bird event were discussed. 
The AMA TAG program was discussed 
ENTERTAINMENT: 
 
MODEL OF THE MONTH:  
 
AIRCRAFTUS FRAGMENTUM:  
Blake Shelley was hovering his 50cc YAK when it turned belly 
up and contacted the ground, he blamed it on a “radio problem”. 
 
The Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Taswall G. Crowson, Jr.  
Secretary 
 

Vann Duke says  
I'm have recently opened a new business called Razor Rac-
ing Hobbies.  Currently I'm a dealer for Jersey Modeler Fuel 
Tanks www.jerseymodeler.com and I'd be happy to offer 
dealer pricing for any club members.  I'd be adding more 
products and companies soon.  If anyone is interested you 
can e-mail me at RazorHobbies@aol.com or you can just give 
me a call. 
 832-567-8266 
Thanks, 
  
Vann R. Duke 
Razor Racing Hobbies 

Fins, Winglets, Fences 
From: Don Stauffer via David Schmidt 
 
 The main reason for tip plates and winglets is to effectively 
increase the aspect ratio, which has a considerable effect on 
the aerodynamic efficiency.  An infinitely long wing is most 
efficient, but of course structurally nonsense.  Tip plates and 
winglets cancel out some of the tip vortex, increasing the co-
efficient of lift and reduce the drag coefficient.  That is, the 
wing acts as if it were larger/longer, without the structural 
penalties a longer wing entails.  A wide, short wing is not ef-
ficient, a long narrow one is.  The tip plates, or better yet, 
winglets, trick the wing into thinking it is longer/narrower. 
 
 Fins, Winglets, Fences (OT) 
 Posted by: "Thomas Arcoleo, Jr 
 Do my old eyes deceive me or do I see fins on the front 
wings of IRL cars?  Purpose- to maintain airflow normal to 
the wing edges, same purpose as end plates on rear wings. In 

aircraft, the latter are called winglets and control wing-tip 
stall. Mid-wing fins are called fences and were espe-
cially favored by the USSR in supersonic jets. 
 

Vann Duke relived this canopy  to fit his pilot’s hair. Cool! 

You know, I spent a fortune on deodorant  
before I realized  

that people didn't like me anyway.  
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 Odyssey 
R/C Hobbies 
 
 
 

 
*R/C Airplanes 
*Cars 
*Boats 
*Rockets 
*Plastics 
*HO & N Scale Trains 
*Educational/Science Kits 
*Paints and Glues 
*Tools & Wood Supples 

  1020 Nasa Parkway 
  Webster, TX 77598 
  281-557-1424 
  at I-45 and Nasa Parkway 
 
 
M-Sat  10:00am to 7:00pm 
Sun     12:00pm to 5:00pm 
 
 
  
                                                       
              

Modeling Clamps made from wooden clothespins. 
 
An excellent assortment of small clamps can be fabricated using a little 
glue, wooden clothespins, and a little imagination. You will need a bag of 
wooden clothespins from your local grocery store. You will find there are 
clothespins and there are better clothespins. The ones you want are the 
better ones. The pictures should be self explanatory. Adding a rubber band 
will increase the holding power. I have an old ice cream carton full of 
these clamps on my workbench and I use some of them every time I build. 
Paul Shaffer 
 
 

 


