Propwash

Official newsletter of the Propnuts Radio Contrabdiél Airplane Club
Highlands, Texas

WWW.propnuts.com

By David Schmidt
Many of us have recently upgraded

the "new" computer radios, but we
don't REALLY understand ALL the
subtle problems they inherently brir
with them.

Recently | was made VERY well
aware of this situation while flying
my new (to me) DynaFlite FlyBaby
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As many of the larger birds do, this
one utilizes separate servos for the
split elevators. On the advice of se
eral pilots, | went the "smart" route,
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(Continued on page 3)

Last months silhouette was

Patrick & Jason Sartor.  Who is this?

January
Anthony Grice
Jay Moorhaj
Troy Peterson
Stephen Ross
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Coming Events

Club Meeting
February 17, 2008
Highlands Community Center,
Highlands, Texas

04-11-09
Alvin RC Big-Bird
and Swap Meet
Alvin RC Modelers Assn

04-18,19-09
Prop Nuts Annual Flea Market
and Fly-In
Prop Nuts RC Club

04-18,19-09
25th Annual Big-Bird
Tri County Barnstormers

04-24,25-09
11th Annual ARCA
Warbird Event
Austin Radio Control Assoc
Austin Texas

04/25/09
Spring Fly-In
ARF RC Club

Livingston Texas

PROP-NUTS R/C CLUB, INC.
Minutes of the Meeting Held

January 20, 2009
Highlands Community Center,
Highlands, Texas

The meeting was called to order at
7:40PM.

Twenty members were in attendance,
eighteen members signed the attendan

log.

Minutes: As published in the newsletter,

MOTION: By David Schmidt, second b
Bill Blakeney to approve the November
minutes as published, Approved by a
show of hands.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Mike Irwin
gave the treasurers report.

MOTION: By Marty Mankinen to ap-
prove the treasurers report, Second by
David Schmidt. Motion approved by a
show of hands.

OLD BUSINESS:
The proposed lost & found box was dis-
cussed.

Cigarette litter was discussed, we may
obtain cans for this purpose.

The members were reminded to take hg
their trash at the end of the day.

Club hats and shirts were discussed.
The club web site was discussed.

Field Maint.

Maintenance issues to be addressed are:

Paint the shed. 2. Replace the entrance
sign. 3. Improve the drainage. 4. Repla
the frequency board.

Safety:
The importance of following the rules wi

discussed. Checking batteries was
stressed. Check controls before flight. A
example was noted where a modeler wi
using his transmitter to assist another al
did not completely reset his settings wh

(Continued on page 2
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(Continued from page 1)
he was ready to fly.

NEW BUSINESS:
The 2009 contest schedule was presented: April9lBlda Market & Fly-In, May 30-31 IMAC event, Octb10-11 Big Bird event.
The possibility of a club fun-fly was discussed.

Discussed representing the club at other clubstsven

David Schmidt announced the demise of RC Reportlzaidt was being brought back as a web basedgatioin, at www.rcreport.ne,
The question of ethanol in gasoline and it’s effatengines was discussed.

Questions about the park flier program were disediss

Helicopter events were discussed. Charlie Stepsesented a proposal from some local Helicopterdlio use the field for one Satu
day on the first weekend in February. This waswdised, it was suggested that a fee of $10 woulippeopriate.

MOTION: By Charlie Stevens to allow the exclusive useheffteld on February 7 for $10 per person. SecgnBawid Schmidt.
Passed by a 9 to 4 vote with 8 absentions.

Insurance issues were discussed.

ENTERTAINMENT:

MODEL OF THE MONTH:
Tommy Curry presented a Sportster 120 built fronVR&@ans powered with a Saito 150 using a Futab&radd Hitec servos.

AIRCRAFTUS FRAGMENTUM:

Martin McCoy had his Edge 540 snap on takeofipt#s interference.

Charlie Stevens confessed to an October crasts&dde 540 got inverted and had a brain freezelmhdot power up.
Martin was voted the winner.

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Taswall G. Crowson, Jr.
Secretary

t.

PRECISION MODEL PRODUCTS

Precision Model Products

By Romco Manufacturing, Inc.

100 West 1st Street, Deer Park, Texas 77536
281/479-9600
Www.tru-turn.com

Quality—Unsurpassed
Varity —Unmatched

Send it to me.
Send newsletter correspondence to:
Paul Shaffer

January Model of the Month goes to Tommy CurryHisrexcellent 5110 El Centro

Super Sportster 120 built from RCM plans. Powdram a Saito Houston TX 77018

150 with Futaba radio and Hitec servos. 713'6_95'1820
He says he built it for his grandson ?2??7?? E-mail pshaffer2@sbcglobal.net
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(Continued from page 1)Dial a Crash

and slaved channel 7 (aux 2 on my Spektrum sysiethe elevators. Mixed the channels and had Hetrator
halves functioning properly....or so | thought. Rigites okay, low rates okay, travel was the sambdth
halves at both rates, so let's go fly this thimprnJEmbry was kind enough to put a maiden flighhenfor me
and indicated to me that the ailerons were a liitolow rates and suggested that | use high rates flying. |
take a few turns with her and she's a sweet shigatG

A couple weeks goes by and we finally get a dedawgtto fly. My second flight on this bird and migst solo.
Naturally I'm a bit nervous, so be sure to use L&4¥¥s on all controls. Check all the switches aretyghing is
set right. Okay, here goes. Take-off is nice aradtpy scale-like. She's handling really nice bettilrns are a bif
wide and the ailerons DO seem a bit sluggish. Themember what John had said about the ailer@s ravell,
let's just switch to high rates and everything wélall better....... RIGHT? OOOPS! All of a suddée starts do
ing the nicest, tightest prettiest inside loope Been for a bird that size. Except that I'm NO/ngj it ANY up
elevator control......AT ALL! She's doing thesepsall by herself. MARTIN, HELP! Martin asks whadid,
and | tell him all I did was change from low rateshigh rates on the ailerons. Me, I'm scaredeithl to let go
of the sticks to try to return the switches to late, so | ask Martin to do this for me. He does sime goes bac
to acting normally. Whew! | get her back on thewgrd and my knees finally quit knocking enough fe to
hear what Martin is asking me. "How were all theteles supposed to be set?" he asks. | said thpatibre all
supposed to be "down". He told me that the Aux2dwivas up when it started acting up. Hmmmmmm. Me
thinks | see the problem, but why? Aux2 is slawethe elevator channel, that switch should havefno

fect. Right? | try another flight, this time withd switches all preset and checked and everyttorg guite well.
So as you all have already guessed, | manageghtB@TH switches when | went to change the aileaies.
But that shouldn't have been a problem. Right? WBONyet home and try doing a bit of troubleshogtirire
up the radio and start playing with the switchesrk\the elevators and everything is fine with h# switches
on low rates. So let's set the ailerons on higestdEverything is still normal. Let's try flippirtige Aux2 switch.
Uh-oh! One elevator half goes to FULL up! Retura #ux2 switch to normal and everything is fine agaih-
hah! We've uncovered the culprit! | won't bore yaith the process involved in disabling the switioht once
that was accomplished no more problems.

The short version of all this is, when one is mixor slaving any channels together, one needsita frRULL
LIVE system diagnostic check on all controls befever leaving the hanger! And when | say a FULLieys
check, I mean to try all switches in any and EVEpYéition and combination of positions, to discoary prob-
lems with the system set-up and programming, homewepparent they may seem to your way of thinking
And, as Big Dawg already knows all too well, douac check of all your control functions beforeiiag out. It
just might save both your bird and your pride!

Me, | was very lucky. First, my FlyBaby is a veralsle bird and I'm VERY lucky that she did NOT srmay of
one of those loops. Second, the elevator wentlkafunstead of full down (I don't know what | wiouhave
done in that case)! Third, Martin was standing riexne (my "babysitter") and was there to returntrapsmit-
ter to it's original settings. And fourth, John Ejpngave me the confidence in the bird to be ablgdg with it,
till Martin got the transmitter restored. Many tlkaro both John and Martin for all the help.

So, guys, remember, when programming your own “Bi@lrash”, do as Santa does and check EVERYTHIN
TWICE! You just may not be as lucky as | was.
Li"l Pup

~
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