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PropNuts Flea Market
on't forget the PropNuts Flea Market
and Fly-In April 18th and 19th. Big or
Small bring them all. Now’s your chance ta
get rid of those odds and ends motors and
airplanes that you don’t use anymore and a
chance to take advantage of some of the b4

]

can fly so no excuse to not come out, help
with the event a little bit, fly some and buy
some, and just have a good time. Always

gains that always show up. Any size airplang
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needed are aircraft inspectors, help with th
food service, relief at the transmitter im-
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things.

Last months silhouette was
Martin McCoy.  Who is this?

March
Carl Allen
Charlie Brown
Michael Irwin
Carlos Medina
Blake Ramsey
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pound, help on the flight line and misc. other

Coming Events

Club Meeting

March 17, 2009
Highlands Community Center,

Highlands, Texas

04-11-09
Alvin RC Big-Bird
and Swap Meet
Alvin RC Modelers Assn

04-18,19-09
Prop Nuts Annual Flea Market
and Fly-In
Prop Nuts RC Club

04-18,19-09
25th Annual Big-Bird
Tri County Barnstormers

04-24,25-09
11th Annual ARCA
Warbird Event
Austin Radio Control Assoc
Austin Texas

04/25/09
Spring Fly-In
ARF RC Club

Livingston Texas

PROP-NUTS R/C CLUB, INC.

Minutes of the Meeting Held
February 17, 2009
Highlands Community Center,
Highlands, Texas

The meeting was called to order at
7:35PM.

Twenty members were in attendance, a
signed the attendance log.

Minutes: As published in the newsletter,

MOTION: By Herb Brown, second by
Bill Blakeney to approve the January m
utes as published, Approved by a show
hands.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Mike Irwin
gave the treasurers report.

MOTION: By Marty Mankinen to ap-
prove the treasurers report, Second by
Blakeney. Motion approved by a show ¢
hands.

OLD BUSINESS:
The proposed lost & found box was dis-
cussed. It is still lost in committee.

The private Helicopter event was dis-
cussed, it was a bust.

Paul Shaffer is working on the sign, the
pipes are painted but he will need help
getting the plywood up.

The IMAA charter was discussed Allen
will contact Charles about this.

Fun Fly events were discussed.

Field Maint.

Safety:

NEW BUSINESS:

The 2009 contest schedule was presen
April 18-19 Flea Market & Fly-In, May
30-31 IMAC event, October 10-11 Big
Bird event. The possibility of a club fun-
fly was discussed.

(Continued on page 2
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(Continued from page 1)
The possibility of a raffle for the April event wescussed.
LED lighting and night flying was discussed.

ENTERTAINMENT:
Allen gave a show and tell on fuel tubing

MODEL OF THE MONTH:

AIRCRAFTUS FRAGMENTUM:
Tim Moorhaj flew his Striker into a tree (the tr&en).

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Taswall G. Crowson, Jr.
Secretary

Precision Model Products
By Romco Manufacturing, Inc.

100 West 1st Street, Deer Park, Texas 77536
281/479-9600

WWW.tru-turn.com Quality—Unsurpassed

Varity —Unmatched

A young man who left his home in Texas at an eagly, fi-
nally purchased his own ranch in Oklahoma. He @uvtiis
father out for a visit, and took him on a tour loé fproperty.
Driving along in the son's pickup truck, a jacklvéthopped
onto the road in front of them.

The son stopped the truck to let the rabbit pawstlae father

queried: "What in tarnation is that!?"

The son incredulously replied, "That's a jackradbad,
what did you think it was?" The father shrugged said,
"We grow 'em a lot bigger'n back home in Texas. tt&y
went on and a little farther on they came to a lies¥alo
roaming the range. The son stopped the

truck and the father again said in a puzzled t&tbat are
those?" The son hesitantly said "Those are buff2éal; you
gotta be kiddin me, you really don't recognize tRA&imhe
father replied "Well, | guess they're kinda fanmiliait's just
that we grow 'em so much bigger back in Texas."Sure a
bit disgruntled, drove on in silence. At lengthyttag-
proached a low part in the road with marshy wettaonl ei-
ther side. A large snapping turtle lumbered ontortiad. The
father peered intently at the creature and said

"Now what the heck is that thing!?"

Without missing a beat, the son replied, "wood"tick

D

For more information on Razor Hobbie
contact Robert Dunn (281-797-1298)

(D

Send it to me.

Send newsletter correspondence to:
Paul Shaffer

5110 El Centro

Houston TX 77018

713-695-1820

E-mail pshaffer2@sbcglobal.net
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Review of Eflite MiniShowtime 4D
By Patrick Sartor

February 2009

Background:
This past July was mine and Charisse’$ d@dding anniversary. When | got home from workhael actually planned on going out
eat but before we could go, Jason wanted me to tmgva@nniversary gift from Charisse. | thought thigs strange but | played along.
Jason brings out a box containing an ARF of thegEfIMiniShowtime 4D. | was shocked. For thetfiime in 19 years a present was
for “me” and not “us” on our anniversary. As gllys know a present for “us” really means for “her'tannot fly a picture on the
wall or patio furniture so this was really coolhén to top it off she says; go buy all the eledtreffor it to make it fly. The one prob-
lem was that | was in the middle of refurbishingl aecovering a very old low wing sport
plane that some of you have seen me fly now thatl 'Wet Paint.” | do not have a per-
manent place to build, so | had to let the MiniStiowe sit while | finished the remodeling
of “Wet Paint”. | needed to acquire all the pdaisthe MiniShowtime anyway so it was
not a real big deal.

—

(0]

Motor and Flight Gear:

After much agonizing over the servos and ESC, Iaatything purchased. | went with

the recommended motor Eflite Park 480, 2 Eflite 8i¥é&ro servos for the ailerons, and a

Thunder Power 2100 LiPo. However, for the ruddet elevator, | chose more powerful

Hitec HS-65HB servos with karbonite gears. | tchdesmall amount of weight for some

insurance that | would not strip out the ruddewseatoing knife edges and such. | used a Castlatiores ThunderBird 54 ESC
(assembled in the USA!!!!) over the recommendedtd=fl0 amp ESC because the ThunderBird had a I&§€. Once again | chose
insurance of having plenty of amps for the motat adarger BEC for the servos, at the cost of weighchose a 7 channel Berg dual
conversion micro receiver to control all of the gmments. The manual contradicted it self on thgtle of the servo extensions. Once
the plane was built, | tested the motor on my Aslight Watt meter and it produced 329 watts at filver so my weight gain was not
going to an issue. If you ever start to build #igalectrics you will look at everything you do asost in weight.

Packaging and Aircraft Design:

Everything was packaged neatly and in sealed plhatjs. The covering was put on
very nice but had some wrinkles that are expectéidany ARF. Upon inspecting
everything, | discovered | was missing 2-8” carlfiber rods and a spacer for the spin-
ner back plate. This did not surprise me becabsalIread a few build threads on the
forums before starting. It does seem to me thaizido should offer to send the parts
since the problem has been known about for overaa. y

This is only the second ARF | have ever put togetfide first one was back in 1984!
Wow, things have changed. This plane is well kanld since it is designed for 3D and
“artistic — 4D” aerobatics (that is really funnyttvime holding the TX, nothing | do is
artistic) they lost no opportunity to use the lasecut lightening holes in the plane.
They found places | would have never thought toonerbalsa. The wing ribs are even built up fropiezes of balsa. The wing is a 2
piece design joined with a CF rod just like the ®&§6 to 40% planes. One thing that | found inténgsis that it has a rudder that is
bigger than most .40 to .55 size glow planes. if goab the fuselage in the wrong location to piakp, you will crush it. Even with al
the holes, the airframe is strong in the air. Tanual does state that you are not to fly the pédrexcessive speeds because it is not
designed for speed. | imagine the fin/rudder erdtabilizer/elevator would fail at high speedhihk | have used my mulligan for the
year. Some of you saw the plane gods give me B&ek Paint” when all of the left stabilizer and ed¢or broke off on its maiden
flight and | put it on the ground without incident.

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

Assembly:

The assembly was straightforward and simple. Thgissues | had was gluing the
canopy on which | had never done before and thedyabatch was extremely tight
with the cowling installed. Many other people entpeced the same issue with the
hatch. The manual was well written and very eadplifow. It was not written in
Chinese and then translated to English. Justvollee manual and it was a shap to
assemble. | did it in about 7 to 10 days workintyorery small amounts of time at
any one time.

Balancing and Radio Setup:

To get the plane to balance on the CG where theiad@tated is a real challenge. |
thought that since | had heavier servos in theofdihe airplane that would help me
out even with my slightly heavier ESC. | was wrptige plane is nose heavy. | had read on the waugaline forums that this was an
issue and had already seen some of the ways toavoud this issue. To get the plane close tadneect CG, | position the back of
the battery pack on the wing joiner tube and tbetfof the battery on the battery tray pushingsitax back as | can. So the battery
does not slide around, | attach Velcro to the woiger tube. This causes the battery to set irpthee at an angle pointing down and
makes it hard to strap it down. It seems everymethis problem. | then added 3/40z of leadh¢atail. The watts/pound ratio is stil
such that the plane has plenty of power to do aageuver in the book. 1 just don't have the skilhtatch it. | set the control throws
on high and low rate per the manual and added semative expo to soften it up in the middle.

Flying:
The most pressing concern | had before actuallydlyhe model was using the wheel pants on ouisdialsl. The stock wheels are
small for our grass runway and then add the whaeipto the equation it was becoming even morg™iff my mind. | even pur-
chased some larger MPI wheels, but after reading oo the forums and since | really like the wag ptane looks with wheel pants
decided to give it a try with the stock wheels #melwheel pants installed. The plane has so maalepthere was is no issue if the
field is mowed. On the first take off | just easedhe power and added a little right rudder uthidre was plenty of air flowing over
the rudder and the plane jumped off the groundeduired minimal trimming. When in the air theup flies like it is a big plane but
only has a wingspan of 43”. The plane will knifige all day and the stall will include a wing tipgping. | have yet to getitinto a
flat spin, even with using the max throws on thevator and rudder. | attribute this to the CQ bging slightly nose heavy but | will
let people with more experience than | debate whnli not flat spin. The MiniShowtime comes wigiide force generators but | will
not use them when flying off of our grass
runway since they are big and hang low.
This plane is a floater on landing and with
our breezy Gulf Coast winter and spring the
side force generators look like a great oppor-
tunity to do a cartwheel if a wing tip drops
just before the landing gear touch. | have
about 10 flights on it and | am still learning
how it handles. The last day | had it out we
had gusty winds but the power of the motor
made the flights very manageable. The light-
weight makes for bouncy landing approach
in gusty conditions but that is just part of
flying. The MiniShowtime is for someone
with intermediate skills. Overall it is a great
plane and | would recommend it to anybody
who wants a nimble fun plane to fly.

it
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At a large college there was a football player thas ex-
tremely stupid.

He sat beside a boy in class that was really samatthe
teacher knew that he was cheating, but he justiotul
catch him.

(so | guess he was not TOO stupid).

One day she was grading a test and she noticeththat
smart boy had written
"l don't know the answer" on number 10.

So she looked at the jock's paper and smiled. ddiha
nally given himself away. His answer looked likésth

You know, to this day, | will never understand wdryybody 10. me neither
would do this to a perfectly good airplane.

Welcome back Char-
lie Brown. After retir-
ing , Charlie dropped
out of the club for a
couple of years. He'’s
rejoined and says he’s
ready to fly.
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