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Safety Officer:   Martin McCoy 
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PROP-NUTS R/C CLUB, INC. 
 

Minutes of the Meeting Held 
 

May 19, 2009 
Highlands Community Center, High-

lands, Texas 
 

The meeting was called to order at 
7:35PM. 
Sixteen members signed the attendance 
log. There were 2 visitors, Mark Hunt 
and Richard Lewis. 
 
MINUTES:  As published in the newslet-
ter.  
MOTION:  By herb Brown, second by 
Bill Blakeney to approve the April min-
utes as published, Approved by a show 
of hands. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mike Ir-
win gave the treasurers report. 
MOTION:  By Ron Lewis to approve the 
treasurer’s report, Second by Bill 
Blakeney. Motion approved by a show of 
hands. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
The proposed lost & found box was dis-
cussed. It still needs to be mounted. 
 
New signatures for the checking account 
are still pending. 
 
Allen has submitted the shirt order. 
 
Field Maint.  
The generator was discussed Paul has it 
working. 
 
When the events are over we will try to 
fill the low spots with sand and put down 
some grass seed. 
We will try to get a date to paint the 
shed. Garrett is working on boards for 
the scaffolding. 
 
Safety: 
NEW BUSINESS: 
IMAC Event: Allen has trophy’s on 

(Continued on page 2) 

Coming Events 
 

Club Meeting 
June 16, 2009, 7:30 pm 

Highlands Community Center 
Highlands, Texas 

 
6/20/09 

Annual Braden Clough Big-Bird 
Texas City RC Club 

 
6/26-28/09 

Annual Fort Bend 3D Fly-In 
Fort Bend RC 

Sugarland Texas 
 

7/11/09 
First Annual HSF Summer Fly-In 

Schiveley Field 
Houston Sport Flyers 

 
7/18/09 

Warbirds Over Space City 
Katy Texas 

Space City RC Club 
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David Hunt 
Dennis Lucas 
Guy Miller 
Larry Todd 

Last months silhouette was 
Blake Ramsey. Know who this is? 

The IMAC Tru Trun Challenge has come and 
gone. The weather was perfect, the food was 
good,  and the people were great. It’s really nice 
to see a serious competion where everybody gets 
along and has a good time. Kudos to this group 
of  people. 
Don’t forget this weekend (June 13/14) the 
Prop-Nuts are hosting the AMA Pattern event.  
This is not one of our nornal events. Jetero nor-
mally does this but was unable to because of 
damage from “ IKE “.  Come out and watch  or 
help. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
hand. He is still working on donations from vendors for pilot prizes.  
 
Richard Lewis gave a presentation on the coming pattern event. They will do all the work however we will do the concession stand. 
 
Marty reported that the sanction is in for the October Big Bird event. 
ENTERTAINMENT:  
Mark Hunt gave a presentation on the NSRCA special interest group and their fund raising efforts to send the 2009 F3A team to the 
World Championships in Portugal. Raffle tickets for this will be available at the event.   
 
MODEL OF THE MONTH:  
Ron Lewis Presented a 1/5 scale BU133 Jungmeister built from a Pica kit, power is a Saito 100, covering is Coverrite painted with latex 
paint. 
John Embry brought a Top Flite SNJ with NAS Pensacola markings, power is a Magnum 75. 
Ron was voted the winner. 
AIRCRAFTUS FRAGMENTUM:  
Bill Blakeney had the horizontal stabilizer detatch from his Midwest twin stick on it’s maiden flight, 
 
 
The Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Taswall G. Crowson, Jr. 
Secretary 
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Back Ground: The Pilot Jason Sartor makes the best ever cross wind take off he has ever made on runway 180 and then 

proceeds to makes a left turn to fly north in preparation to fly the Sportsman Pattern sequence. After making another left 

hand turn to head upwind, he calls in the box and makes a less than 90 degree stall turn…it actually stunk…He proceeds to 

fly down wind and execute a ½ Reverse Cuban 8. On the down line portion he maintains half throttle, the plane never really 

comes out of the dive. During the down line he calls that he does not have control. Miraculously the plane is not destroyed 

but does sustain heavy damage with the fuselage coming to rest on the Wolcek road. 
NTSB Analysis: Analysis of Jason’s flight data recorders reveals that he had to use full up elevator to get the plane to rotate 

off of the runway. This is the first indication that there is a problem with the elevator control. Unfortunately the pilot chose to 

continue to fly the plane instead of calling for an emergency landing. 
There are 3 factors which influenced the outcome: 
1) Improper maintenance of the control horn on the elevator. There is significant evidence that suggest the bolt 
was loose on the control horn. This is backed up by the sluggish elevator response on take off. Jason blames that 
on his sponsor, IE Dad. 
2) Failure of the pilot to maintain throttle control on the down line of the ½ Reverse Cuban 8. Jason needs to go to 
idle on down lines. Naturally he stated to the review board that he has done it on many occasions with out inci-
dent. He had been previously warned by the club president and his sponsor (his Dad) to not enter a down line at 
half throttle. Obviously a 13 year old does not understand material fatigue. 
3) The weather was also a contributing factor. The high wind increased the airflow and subsequent control sur-
face blowback pressure on the loose horn. 
Since the pilot survived he is doing his best to avoid all blame. 
Jason’s Sponsor, as he likes to call me, will be out just less than $100 to repair the 

plane, the bulk of it in the replacement of the Bison Pitts muffler, cowling, and landing 

gear ( the gear was like flattened). Jason thinks we may need to replace the right 

stick on the transmitter as he might have bent it pulling back on it so hard. �  
Patrick 
AKA Jason’s Sponsor 
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John Embry brought a Top Flite SNJ with NAS Pensacola mark-
ings, power is a Magnum 75. 

Ron Lewis Presented a 1/5 scale BU133 Jungmeister built from a 
Pica kit, power is a Saito 100, covering is Coverrite painted with 
latex paint. 

YEAR OF 1903  
The average life expectancy in the US was forty-seven.  
Only 14 Percent of the homes in the US had a bathtub.  

Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone.  
A three-minute call from Denver to New York City cost eleven dollars.  

There were only 8,000 cars in the US and only 144 miles of paved roads.  
The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph.  
The average wage in the US was 22 cents an hour.  

More than 95 percent of all births in the US took place at home.  

  
Send newsletter correspondence to: 
Paul Shaffer 
5110 El Centro 
Houston TX 77018 
713-695-1820 
E-mail       pshaffer2@sbcglobal.net 
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To test for Test Procedure Observations Adjustments 

1. Control neutrals 
 

Fly the model straight and level 
 
 

Use the transmitter trims for hands off 
straight and level flight. 
 

Change electronic sub trims 
or adjust clevises to center 
transmitter trims. 

2. Control throws 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fly the model and apply full de-
flection of each control in turn  
 
 
 
 
 

Check the response of each control 
Aileron: high rate; 3 rolls / 4 sec; low 
rate; 3 rolls /6 sec 
Elevator: high rate; to give a smooth 
square corner; low rate gives approx. 130 
ft. diameter loop 
Rudder: high rate 30 – 35° for stall 
turns; low rate maintains knife-edge 

Change ATV (for high rates), 
and Dual rate settings (for low 
rates) to achieve desired re-
sponses 
 
 
 

3. Decalage 
 
 

Power  o f f  ver t ica l  d ive 
(crosswind if any) Release con-
trols when model vertical 
(elevator trim must be neutral) 

A. Model continues straight down 
B. Model starts to pull out (nose up) 
C. Model starts to tuck in (nose down) 
 

A. No adjustment   
B. Reduce incidence 
C. Increase incidence 

4. Center of gravity Method 1: Roll into near verti-
cally banked turn. 
Method 2: Roll model inverted. 

A1. Nose drops 
B1. Tail drops 
A2. Lots of forward stick (down eleva-
tor) required to maintain level flight 
B2. No forward stick (down elevator) 
required to maintain level flight or model 
climbs 

A. Add weight to tail 
B. Add weight to nose 

                                    

 5. Tip weight     
(coarse adjustment) 
 
 

Fly model straight and level up-
right. Check aileron trim main-
tains level wings. Roll model in-
verted. Release aileron stick. 

A. Model does not drop a wing 
B. Left wing drops 
C. Right wing drops 
 
 

A. No adjustment 
B. Add weight to right tip 
C. Add weight to left tip 
 

6. Side thrust and 
warped wing 
 
 

Fly model away from you into any 
wind. Pull it  into a vertical climb. 
Watch for deviations as it slows 
down. 

A. Model climbs straight up 
B. Model veers left 
C. Model veers right 
D. Model rolls right 

A. No adjustment 
B. Add down thrust 
C. Reduce down thrust 
D. Put trim tab under left 
wing tip                               

7. Up/Down thrust 
 
 
 
 

Fly the model on normal path into 
any wind, parallel to strip, at a 
distance of around 100 meters 
from you (elevator trim should be 
neutral as per Test 3). Pull it into 
a vertical climb and neutralize 
elevator. 

A. Model continues straight up 
B. Model pitches up (goes toward top of 
model) 
C. Model pitches down (goes toward 
bottom of model) 
 
 

A. No adjustment 
B. Add down thrust 
C. Reduce down thrust 
 
 
 
 

8.Tip weight (fine 
adjustment) 
 
 
 
 
 

Method 1: fly the model as per 
Test 6 and pull into a reasonably 
small diameter loop (one loop 
only) 
Method 2: fly the model as per 
Test 6 and then push into an out-
side loop (one only, fairly tight) 

A. Model comes out with wings level 
B. Model comes out with right wing low 
C. Model comes out with left wing low 
 
 
 
 

A. No adjustment 
B. Add weight to left tip 
C. Add weight to right tip 
 
 
 
 
 

Pattern Aircraft Flight Trimming Chart 
 
The following chart may be used to systematically set up and trim a model for straight flight and aerobatic ma-
neuvers. Please note that for best results, trimming should be done in near-calm conditions. Before you decide to 
make a change, be sure to try the test several times before making adjustments. If any changes are made, go back 
through the previous steps and verify that they are not also affected. If they are, make further adjustments as nec-
essary. 
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To test for Test Procedure Observations Adjustments 

9. Aileron Dif-
ferential 
 
 
 
 

Method 1:  fly model toward you & 
pull into a vertical climb before it 
reaches you. Neutralize controls, then 
half-roll the model. 
 
 
Method 2:  fly model on normal pass 
and do three or more rolls 
 
 
 
 
 
Method 3: fly the model straight and 
level and gently rock the aileron stick 
back and forth 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A.   No heading changes 
B.   Heading changes opposite to roll com-

mand (i.e. heading veers left after right 
roll) 

C.   Heading change in direction of roll com-
mand 

 
A.   Roll axis on model center line 
B.   Roll axis off to same side of model as 

roll command ( i. e. right roll. Roll axis 
off right wing tip) 

C.   Roll axis off to opposite side of model as 
roll command 

 
A.   Model flies straight ahead without yaw-

ing 
B.   Model yaws away from roll command (i.

e. right roll, yaw left) 
C.   Model yaws toward roll (i.e. right roll, 

yaw right) 
 
 

A.   Differential settings OK 
B.   Increase differential 
 
 
C.   Decrease differential 
 
 
A.   Differential settings OK 
B.   Increase differential 
 
 
C.   Decrease differential 
 
 
A.   Differential settings OK 
 
B.   Increase differential 
 
C.   Decrease differential 
 
 
 
 

10. Dihedral Method 1: Fly the model on normal 
pass and roll into knife-edge flight; 
maintain flight with top rudder (do 
this test in both left and right knife-
edge flight) 
Method 2: Apply rudder in level 
flight 
 

A.   Model has no tendency to roll 
B.   Model rolls in direction of applied rudder 
 
 
C.   Model rolls in opposite direction in both 

tests 

A.   Dihedral OK 
B1.  Reduce dihedral 
B2.  Use mixer to produce       
aileron opposing rudder travel 
(start with 10%) 
C1.  Increase dihedral 
C2.  Mix ailerons with rudder 
direction 10% 
 

11. Elevator 
alignment (for 
models with 
independent 
elevator halves) 

Fly the model as in test 6 and pull up 
into an inside loop. Roll inverted and 
repeat the above by pushing it up into 
an outside loop. 

A.   No rolling tendency when elevator ap-
plied 

B.   Model rolls in same direction in both 
tests – halves misaligned. 

C.   Model rolls opposite direction in both 
test. One elevator half has more throw 
than the other (model rolls to side with 
most throw). 

A.   Elevators in correct align-
ment 

B.   Either raise one half, or 
lower the other 

C.   Reduce throw on one side, 
or increase throw on the 
other. 

12. Pitching in 
knife flight 
 

Fly the model as in Test 10 
 

A.   There is no pitch up or down 
B.   The nose pitches up (the model climbs 

laterally)  
 
 
 
 
C.   Nose pitches down (model dives later-

ally) 

A.   No adjustment needed 
B.   Alternate cures: 
   1)  move CG aft. 
   2)  increase incidence 
   3)  droop ailerons 
   4)  mix down elevator with 
rudder 
C.     Reverse ‘B’ above 
 
 
        

Pattern Aircraft Flight Trimming Chart (continued) 


