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Propwash 
 

Official newsletter of the Propnuts Radio Control Model Airplane Club 
Highlands, Texas 

 

www.propnuts.com 

          Editor: Paul Shaffer                                                 May 2009 

Club Officers: 
 

President:           Allan Smith 
 

V. President:      Marty Mankinen 
 

Secretary:           Tas Crowson 
 

Treasurer:          Mike Irwin 
 

Safety Officer:   Martin McCoy 
 

Directors:           Dan Jenkens 
                                                       David Peterson 
                             Blake Shelly 

Coming Events 
 

Club Meeting 
May 19, 2009 

Highlands Community Center, 
 Highlands, Texas                                            

 
05 /16 

Tri & Bi-Plane Fly-In 
Old Kingsbury Aerodrome 

Tri City Flyers 
 

05 /22-24 
20th Annual 

Central Texas Jet Rally 
Lester Field 

Austin radio Control Assn 
 

5 /30 
Shupe Memorial Cub Fly 

Old Kingsbury Aerodrome 
Tri City Flyers 

 
5 /30-31 

Prop-Nuts Tru Trun Challenge 
IMAC 

Prop-Nuts RC Club 
 

6 /05-07 
Helicopter Fun Fly 

Space City RC 
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May 
Robert Crunk 

Jack Edgecomb 
Priscilla Medina 

Last months silhouette was  
Jim Brock.     Who is this? 

PROP-NUTS R/C CLUB, INC. 
 

Minutes of the Meeting Held 
 

April 21, 2009 
Highlands Community Center,  

Highlands, Texas 
 

The meeting was called to order at 
7:37PM. 
Fourteen members signed the attendance 
log. There was one visitor, Kevin Farqu-
har. 
 
MINUTES:  As published in the newslet-
ter.  
MOTION:  By Ron Lewis, second by Bill 
Blakeney to approve the March minutes as 
published, Approved by a show of hands. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mike Irwin 
gave the treasurers report. 
MOTION:  By Steve Ross to approve the 
treasurer’s report, Second by Bill 
Blakeney. Motion approved by a show of 
hands. 
 
Allen gave a report on the Flea Market 
and Fly In. Despite the rain Saturday Sun-
day was good. There were 18 registered 
pilots. The raffle was not held due to low 
attendance. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
The proposed lost & found box was dis-
cussed. It is out of committee and needs to 
be mounted. 
 
Field Maint.  
The generator was discussed. 
 
With the April event over we will try to 
fill the low spots with sand and put down 
some grass seed. 
We will try to get a date to paint the shed. 
 
Exxon event: Allen will try to get details 
from Jesse. We discussed doing the raffle 
at this event. 
Safety: 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Steve Ross brought some examples of 

(Continued on page 2) 

April Flea Market & Fly-In 
Who said a little rain (3-4 “ Fri. & another 5” 

Saturday afternoon) could stop us. Saturday it 

drizzled all morning and everyone was gone 

by 1:00 pm and then it stormed. Sunday af-

ternoon turned out great and the field was 

flyable. Nineteen pilots registered to fly and 

we sold  hamburgers and a few rugged souls 

showed up to sell their wares.  There’s al-

ways next year. 

Don’t forget about the IMAC the 30th and 

31st of May. 
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Send it to me. 
Send newsletter correspondence to: 
Paul Shaffer 
5110 El Centro 
Houston TX 77018 
713-695-1820 
E-mail       pshaffer2@sbcglobal.net 

“C P R”    Save that pilot. 

 

Precision Model Products 
By Romco Manufacturing, Inc. 
100 West 1st Street, Deer Park, Texas 77536 
281/479-9600 
www.tru-turn.com Quality—Unsurpassed 

Varity —Unmatched 

(Continued from page 1) 
graphics from Kirby’s Kustom Vinyl Graphics in various sizes. 
The club discussed ordering club logo’s. 
 
IMAC Event: The event will be the last weekend in May. Allen 
has trophy’s on order. He still needs to get with Bob Obenberger. 
Allen is working on donations from vendors. 
 
Allen reported on experiment with attempting to hit a foamy with 
a paintball gun, said it was not easy. 
 
Ron Lewis brought a request from Richard Lewis and Mark Hunt 
to hold a pattern event at our field due to hurricane Ike damage at 
the Jetero facility where it is normally held. The proposed dates 
were June 6-7 with a second choice of June 13-14. 
The club discussed the proposal. 
MOTION:  By Layton Hobbs to allow the use of the field on June 
13-14. Motion seconded by Jim Trammel. Motion passed by a 
show of hands.  
 
ENTERTAINMENT:  
 
MODEL OF THE MONTH:  
 
AIRCRAFTUS FRAGMENTUM:  
 
The Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Taswall G. Crowson, Jr. 
Secretary 
 

Stall Turn 
An aerobatic maneuver in which the plane is pointed straight up, 
loses air speed and then full rudder is applied. The plane rotates 
along it’s yaw axis and points straight down. An attractive maneu-
ver, also sometimes mistakenly called a Hammerhead Stall. A 
stall turn is done power off, a Hammerhead uses full power while 
yawing. 
 

Spin 
This is a stalled maneuver where the aircraft’s wing has stopped 
flying (fully stalled). At low throttle the aircraft is made to climb 
until the airspeed decreases. Just as the aircraft stalls, the pilot 
puts in full aileron and rudder in the same direction. The air craft 
descends rapidly while rotating around its Center of Gravity. Re-
covery is performed by centering the elevator and ailerons, then 
applying opposite rudder if required; most model aircraft do not.
The aircraft recovers to a vertical dive and the pilot returns to 
level flight using elevator and throttle. 
 

Immelmann Turn 
The aircraft flies in a straight line at full speed. Up elevator is 
added to do 1/2 inside loop. At the top of this half loop, up eleva-
tor is released and the aircraft is half-rolled  to the upright and 
level flight In the opposite direction as was the entry. This maneu-
ver was perfected by Maxx Immelmann as a combat turn early in 
the First World War. 

Aileron Differential 
Adverse yaw, especially on flat bottom wings, is caused by the 
difference in airflow density between the bottom and the top of 
the wing. The airflow along the wings bottom is denser than it is 
over the top of thewing. Therefore, the aileron moving down into 
this denser air creates more drag than the “up” aileron moving into 
the less dense airflow on top of the wing. The greater drag on just 
one side of the wing, the side with the down aileron, forces the 
wing, and the attached fuselage, to yaw in that direction. At slow 
airspeeds this yawing effect is more powerful, and happens faster, 
than the rolling effect caused by the ailerons. The airplanes nose 
first swings away from the turns intended direction and only then 
begins to turn correctly once the roll begins. 
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Prop-Nuts At Exxon 
 

The first Saturday in May the Prop-Nuts presented our club at the 

Exxon Club Picnic at the Pasadena Convention Center. Ten mem-

bers showed up with planes and lots of information. Phillip Spitz 

(upper right) and Marty Mankinen (bottom right) both brought 

flight simulators and spent most of their time helping kids and 

adults alike try their hand at flying a model. We all got a good 

barbecue lunch and got to meet a lot of nice folks.  


